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this publick Manner, had they not been judę d 
Juitable to our melancholy Circumſtances, (as 
* well as uſeful and rufus i in General) who 
| bade been lately viſited with a very mournful 
ahi az Providence ; T mean the Death of a dear and 
pious Relation, who drop? q down in bis Garden, and breatl'd 
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ff d by many) might never have appear'd in 


bl 


a prepared Soul. Our Bleſſed Saviour was 1 
the Garden, and by bis Bloody Sweat and Paſton (in a man- 
1 the Incloſure, and turn d it 
into a ſacred Dor mitory, and a Bed of Spices” m. 
Ihen a Relation is tałen ill ow a ſudden, aud dies at a 
Diſtance from Humane Aid and Aſiſtance, we are prone to 
ꝛrepine and ſay, that if ſuch a Friend, or ſuch a Phyſician 
| bad been preſent with him when he was fir 5 Life 
wight have been preſerved : But this is to talk like oe © 
the fooliſh Women, a Martha Jaid wits Jeſus, Joh! 
Ti. 8. 21. Lord, If thou hadſt been here, my Brother 


ſome Part of the enſuing Diſcourſ) is no 


* i 


bc laſt, Bur ars Sparrow decke Sg pe, d 
Body of a good Man fall to the Grpund without our 
Heavenly Father, And ſudden Death (a 


ner) conſecrated aud per fum 


1 


| had not died. But who art thou, O Woman, that thou 
 Houldeft diſpute with thy Maker ? It is the Vil of God, 


the Houſe or in the Field; for he is not alone, becauſe 
the ather is with him; and a ſhinirg Guard of Angels at- 


and that ſhould ſatisfy thee. And why, O van Min, deſt 
thou darken 'Counſel by Words without Knowledge ? 
For if lorger Life lad been appointed, Means had 
not been wantivg, or God himſelf, with whom all Things 
are poſſible, would have ſpoken the bealirg Word, ſay- 

ing, Be thou ſound and whole! Riſe and live! 


Put mo matter how or where) the Body falls, when the 


Soul is dreſsd and ready, and takes Wing for the Regions. 


F Glory. No matter where a- good Man drops; whether in 


tend, at the Cummand of the Supreme King, to convey the 


depur ting Spirit into Abraham's Boſom, and carry it fafely 


and ſwiftly to that Reſt which remaineth for the People 
of God. Paal. xxiii. 4, Lea, though I wall through 


they ehre cc ein. i 


I be Day before bis Departure, be . celebrated a Sabbath, 


bere with the Ciyrch _ Militant on Faxth: And, (O 
glorious arge! .C 


5 fort 


(as will appear . 
Diſadvantage to 
in un Agony in 


ke or.e of 


ll | happy Tranſlation !) ſoon after be 
Jeins the Church Triumphant ' in Heaven, In pon 
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"I The Prefatory Epiſtle. &r 


8.) Suppreſs the turbulent Paſions, and in Patience poſs 


1 (4. Prepare to follow. 


. D,] ITT 


ort a Time does be paſs from the Temple below, 


*. 
1 - 


© ER" 


pbere he ſam Chrift: thro a Glaſs darkly, to the Tm. 
ple above, where he ſees him as be is, and beholls his 
Glory! But. tho the Suddeneſs of the Stroke might be an 


Ad of Favour to him, yet it is peculiarly awful and ſhocks 


ng to ſurviving Relatives, and calls for deep Reflection and 
as ſuitable Improvement. Not that we ſhould fink under the 


Burden, or give our ſelves over to a fretful Impatience and 
diſconſolate Sorrow, but look up with humble ' Submiſſion to 
the Hand that gave the Blow, bow to the Sovereignty of* | 
Heaven, and acknowledge that God is righteous, and can do 
no Wrong to any of his Creatures. Let us confider, that the 

very Hairs of our Heads are all number'd, and that 


God does every Thing juftly and wiſely, and for the Good 
of them that love him, and are the Called according to. 


bis Purpoſe. : . - th ee eee 
' . Suffer (my Dear Siſters) a Word of Exhortation. Aud the 
Advice I ſhall offer you I would alſo charge home upon my 

ſelf, as nearly concern'd in the late ſurprifing and affi#roe 


. 


Providence. = 


5 (40 Humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and learn I»ſtrution under the Diſcipline of Heaven. 


* 


* 
< 
N 
4 
4. 


(650 Sorrow not even as others who have no Hope. 


= Humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and learn Inſtruction under the Diſcipline of Heaven. 


Vie muſt not think that we are too good to be corrected, or ; 


* that we have done nothing amiſs, but be ſenſible of our Fol- 
lies and Miſcarriages, Juſtify our Maker and Sovereign, lie 
loom before God, and ſtand in Awe and ſin not. David 
Could ſay, It is good for me that I have been affficted, that 
E might learn thy Statutes, Pal. ir og „ e ſhonlt | 
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his laſl. But at Sparrow does not, much leſs do be 
Body of a good Man fall to the Ground without 55 
Heavenly Father, And ſudden Death (as will appear 2 
fome Part of the enſuing Diſcourſ) is no Diſadvuntage to 
"a prepared Soul. Our Bleſſed Saviour was in an Agony in 
the Garden, and by bis Bloody Sweat and Paſton (in a man- 
ner) conſecrated and per funed the Incloſure, and turnd it 
 pnto a facred Dormitory, and a Bed of Spices” 
When a Relation is taken ill on" a ſudden, aud dies at a 
Diſtance from Humane Aid and Aſiſtance, we are prone to 
 Tepane and. ſay, that if ſuch- g Friend, or ſuch u Phyſician” 
Hud been preſent with him when he was Frſt ſeix d, Life 
might have been preſerved : But this is to talk like one of 
ths fooliſh Women, a Martha Jaid wito _ Jeſus, Joh! 
Ti. 8. 21. Lord, If thou hadft been here, my Brother 
had not died. But who art thou, O Woman, that thou 
ſhouldeft diſpute with thy Maker ? It is the Will of God, 
and that ſhould ſatisfy thee. And why, O wain Min, dſt 
thou darken Counſel by Words without Knowledge? 
For if lorger Life Fad been appointed, Means had 
not been wantirg, or God himſelf, with whom all Things 
are poſſible, would have ſpoken the; bealirg Word, 1 5 
ing, Be thou ſound and whole! Riſe and live! 
Fut no matter how or where) the Body falls, when the 
Soul is dreſs'd and ready, and takes Ving for the Regions. 
e Glory. No matter where a- good Man drops; whether m © 
the Houſe or in the Field; for he is not alone, becaule 
the Father is with him; and a ſhjinivg Guard of Angels at= 
tend, at the Cummand of the Supreme King, to convey the 
depur ting Spirit into Abraham's Boſom, and carry it ſafely © 
and ſwiftly to that Reſt which remaineth for the People 
of God. Eſal. xxiii. 4, Lea, though I walk througg 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I Will fear no 
Evil; For thou art with me; thy Rod and thy Staff 


they comfort me. 


- The Day before his Departure, be . celebrated a Sabbath 
bere with the Church. Militant on Faxth: And, (O 
glorious Charge! O happy Tranſlation !) ſoon after be 

Jeins the Church Tiumpb ant in Heaven, In 2 
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his Purpoſe. 
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The Prefatory Epiſtle. v. 


fort a Tine does be paſs from the Temple below, 
ple above, where he ſees him as be is, and  beholls bis 


Glory!“ Put. tho the Suddeneſs of the Stroke might be an 
AR of Favour to him, yet it is peculiarly awful and ſhocks 


ing to ſurviving Relatives, and calls for deep Reflection and 
a ſuitable Improvement. Not that we ſhould fink under the 


! Burden, or give our ſelves over to a fretful Impatience and 


diſconſolate Sorrow, but look up with humble Sub miſion to 
the Hand that gave the Blow, bow to the Sovereignty of 
Heaven, and acknowledge that God is righteous, and can do 
no Wrong to any of bis Creatures. Let us confider, that the 
very Hairs of our Heads are all number'd, and that 
God does every Thing juſtly and wiſely, and for the Good 
of them that love him, and are the Called according ta 


Suffer (my Dear Sift rs) a Word of Exhortation. And the 


Advice I ſhall offer you I would alſo charge home upon my 


ſelf, as nearly concern'd in the late ſurpriſing and aflictiue 


(1) Humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and learn Inſtruction under the Diſcipline of Heaven. 


% 
a — 


2.) Suppreſs the turbulent Nꝛiſions, and in Patience poſe 
ſeſs ye your Souls, i r 


4 


(3.) Sorrow not even as others who have no Hope. 


Des fall, 


..) Humble yourſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and learn Iuſtructiun under the Diſcipline of Heaven. 
e muſt not think that we are too good to be corrected, or 


1 that we have done nothing amiſs, but be ſenſible of our Fol- 


lies and Miſcarriages, juftify our Maker and Sovereign, lie 
low. before God, aud ſtand in Awe and ſin' not. David 
could ſay, It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that 
I might learn thy Statutes. Pjal. exix. 71. Ve Poul 
ang EB 
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your 
9 9 10 | od to the Prophet) behold, I take away from thee. 


The Prefatory Ep iſle. 


not deſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord, but he ſuitably. 
alfected with it, ud) Reformation and Improvement, and 


grow wiſer. and better under the Rebukes of our heavenly 
; 1 ther. We ſhould carefully attend to the filent Lectures 


the Croſs, hear the Rod, and who hath appointed it, 


=>; confider the important Meſſage it brings, and chearfuly: 
obey the awakening and inſtructive Voice. The bitter. Gep. : 
which 3 we have been called to drink of (f we are not.wants. © 
; = to our ſelves) may be medicinal, ow purge out the il! 

umours of Sin, work off the Dregs of earthly Affection, 


brig ghten our Graces, and purify and refine all the Powers of 
Soul. If a pleaſant Stream be ſtop d, we ſhould repair to 
the Fountain If we are depriv'd of a dying Comfort, ve 
fhould truſt more in the Living God, who is the Stren gth 
of. dur Heart, and our Portion for ever. If Earth be 
imbittered to us, our Souls ſhould dwell more in Heaven, 
and, with greater Zeal and Ardour, ſeek thoſe Things 
{hich are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the Right Hand 


"The - all-wiſe Governour of the World does not without. 


Juft Cauſe and Reaſon grieve the Children of Men. He de- 


Ans us no Harm by laying bis aflicting Hand upon us, but 


aims at our Benefit and Advantage. Therefore we ſhould 


Kiſs the Rod, and learn Inſtruction, and apply our Flearts 
unto Viſdom. For, as the Author to the Hebrews argues, 


- We have had Fathers of our Fleſh, which corrected us, 
and we gave them Reverence: Shall we not much ra- 
ther. be in Subjection to the Father of Spirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few Days chaſtened us after their 
ou /n Pleaſure; but he, for our Profit, that Ws might be 
5 Partakers of his Holineſs, Heb. X11, 2 T0, - 


7 


e, the . Pafſons, and in | Patience) 


- \ 
n 5 0 


5 male 5 ye your Souls. 


17 8 Soul be all in a Ruſſe; Do not quarrel with 


er, or diſquiet your. ſelves in vain. Son of Man, 


Deſire of NT Eyes with a Stroke, yet neither ſnalt 
Wen nor weep, neither ſhall thy Tears run 
down. 


Power; or who dare ſay to him, What doſt Thou? 


to transform us into Stocks and Stones, or to extinguiſh and 
deftroy the Natural Aﬀe@tons, but to regulate and moderate 
them. Ve may moutn, hut not murmure; we may drop d 


The Prefatory Epiſtle. vi 
down. Exeb. xxiv. 16. When Aaron had bis two Sons cut off 
by a ſudden and untimely Death, he held bis Peace. Lev. 


X. 3. And Aaron held his Peace. He does not grow 


ſtormy and outrageous, or open his Mouth in indecent Re- 
fections upon God, and his Providence, but was calm and 


ſflent. It is not for poor Duſt to ſtrive with the Al 
mighty, or for a Worm to contend with Jehovah. © 
Govern your Paſfons. Be {till and know that he is God. 


For who bath refifted his Will* Who can controul his 


W hen David's Child was fick, he fafted and wept ; but 


when be heard the Child was dead, be roſe up, and eat, 
and ſaid, wherefore ſhould I faſt? Can I bring him back 
again? I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return to me. 
8 Sam. X11. 23. And could you fil the Air with Vollies 


of Sighs and Groans, and weep Tars of Blood, it would 
not alter the Courſe of Divine Providence, revoke the De- 


"© 
It mill be allowed, that Chriſtianity was mever deft 


- 1  -., 
». © » 


{ 
ſ 
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cree of Heaven, or bring back the Dead Boll from the 
Grave, or the departed Soul from the Inviſible 


few friendly Tears over the Hear ſe of a beloved Relatives 


but then we muſt take heed we do not arraign the Divine 


moderate, ſilent, and ſubmiſive Sorrow. 


* 


_ Strive to govern the Paſion of Grief, guard again violet 


Conduck, or charge God fooliſhly. Our Sorrow ſhould be 4 


Tranſports, and chaſe away all thoſe black, melancholy, and 


de ſponding Thoughts, as would unbinge the Mind, untune 
the Heart for Duty, diſtract the Soul, and raiſe a Mutiny 
vit hin. Let not the Tide ſwell too high, break Bounds, and 


overflow its Banks; But keep it under the Government of 


| Time you perceive the Storm begins to riſe in your Breaff, 
call in all the Pipers of Faith to check and ſuppreſs. it. 
Endeavour to keep all within as quiet. as poſfible ; Say. to 
the Tumultuous Waves, Face, be fill ! that you may with 65 
Calmneſs and a due Decorum diſcharge the Duties of youth * 

general and particular Calling 3s Sorrow 


Reaſon, and the Controul of ſericus Religion. If at "7 = 


— 
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viii. The Prefatory Epiſtle. 
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85 2) Sorrow not even as others, who have e 


Tet not your Sorrow run into Deſpair. Chriſt by bis 
Golpel bath brought Lite and Immortality to Light. 
He hath revealed the Felicities of a Future State, and open d 
c vaſ} Scenes of Glory to our View. As for the Soul, that 
never dies, and the Body ſball riſe again. Math. xxii. 32, 
I am {ſays God) the God of Abrabam, and the God of 
| Tſaac, and the God of Jacob; God is not the God of 
e, d 
VP Whey: our pious Friends are removu'd by Death, we muſt 
not think that they are ſeparated from ws for ever, on that 
we ſhall never ſee them more, much leſs that they are laid up 
zx eternal Obſcurity, and removed out of Being. No, they 
are not loſt but gone before: When they die ont of this World, 
they $0 to a better, where they live at a nobler Rate, look 
luke Creatures of an bigher Order and Quality, and re ſem- 
= ble the Angels in unſpotted Purity, Serapbick Love, and 
| extatick Raptures of Foy; where like Angels they ſee the 
Naace of God, and are 4 8 with the Light of his Countes 
nance. Math. v. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for 
they ſhall ſee God. P/a]. xvi. 11. In thy Preſence is 
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| Fulneſs of Joy; at thy Right Hand there are Pleaſures 
A ß ( $49 8 0 


And tbeir Bodies, thoſe vile impotent Pieces of Clay, which 
are depoſited in the Grave, are laid up there only for a 
| Time ; and ſhall ſleep in the Du enly till the Morning of 

the Reſurrection, when they ſhall awake in broad and open 
Day, be raiſed up in exquiſte Beauty, and put on Robes of 
Glory and Immortality. 1. Theſſ. iv. 14. For if we believe 
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that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 
fleep in Jeſus will God bring with hi. 


And how bright and amiable will the Bodies of the. Saints | 
25 7 at the great Riſmg-Day, when a 772 Air ſhall ſpar-. 
Ele in the Countenance, and a ſpiritual Vigour diffuſe it ſelf © 
through all the Parts; when they ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the 


Firmament, excel in Strengtb, be ſwift in Motion, and in- 


* 
— 
— 


r * 
— ct 
—— — * * o 


— 
«h 
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The Prefatory Epiſile. ir 
| ( 4.) Prepare to follow. 


O the uncertain State of Mortals here below! 0 the fl udden 
and melancholy Fr 3: which happen in this miſerable World ! 
In the midſt of Life, we are in Death. We ſee upon what 
ſlippery. Ground we ſtand; the Fudge is at the Door; Let 
us not loiter or trifle, or indulge Pleaſure and Security, 
preſuming that our Lord delayeth his Coming, left _ 

coming ſuddenly he ſhould find us ſleeping. = 
I be awful Providence before us fhon!d awaken our Dili. 
gence, excite our Watchſulneſs, and quicken our Prepara- 


tions. He being dead, yet ſpeaketh. He calls to us (as | 


it were) ont of his Grave, ſaying, Math. xxiv. 9s Be 
e alſo ready; for in ſuch an Hour as ye think not, 
AR Son of Man cometh. 


Tour Breath is in your Noſtrils, at may be flop'd ina 2 3 


ment. The next Pulſe may be your laſt, and beat a Surrender 


to the King of Terrors. The next Voice you bear may be a 


Voice from God, to bid you come away, and give up your = 
great Account. 


Male ready for the ſolemn Day ind 7. How. Con der your 
latter End; wait till your Change come: Let the S be deck d 
end dN d as a Bride to meet her beavenly Pridegroom, 
Hate, and make your Peace with God, through the Blood of 
Jeſus; waſh by Faith in the Fountain ſet open for Sin and Un- 
cleaneſs : ; put o your Wedding Garments, trim your Lanps, 
and take Oil in your Veſſels with your. Lamps, 
Finally, let your Loins be girded about, and your Lights 
: burning : Throw off all Clogs and Incumbrances. Diſintangle 
your ſelves from whatever might hinder you in your important 
Journey). Get looſe from an inchanting World, Poliſh your 
Graces, and brighten your Evidences for Heaven; and . 
when Chriſt fo, Lo, I come ! the dreſs'd and ready Soul may 
ercho back, Even ſo come Lord Jeſus: Come quickly, 
Make haſte, my Beloved, and be thou like a Roe, or a 
Fong ants Fai} the Mountains of Brther, 5 
Ian 


Your Sympathizing * 
and Affectionate BROTHER, | 


8 — E Benj min Wills, 


* 


The Prifatory This. 


ros SCRIPT. 


77 bad 7 long and intimate Acquaintance with oh 
775 Revd. Mr. William Bartlet, Miniſier in Bicdetord, 
it was the Requeſt of bis ſurviving Conſort, and other | 


Relations, that I ſhould the Lord's Day after his Interment 
preach his Favre Sermon ; and being to undertake the Service 
of the whole Day, what I * . on the mom n ful Occa- 
4 for is contain d in the following Diſcourſes. The vifble Con- 
cer, and affecting Sorrow, which generally appear d in the 
Hearers, when this Solemnity was vn 4, hom d bay ARG 
loved Nm. 


May his Memary be precious to tha People who 1 were once. 1 


Chart e, and his beavenly Doctriue ergraven in indelible Cha- 
rafters upon their Minds, aud ſhine farth in all the Beauties f 
an holy Converſation, that the V. orld wy — 4 Prophet 
bath been among them. 

May my worthy Bret hren who are enter d into his Labonrs 

80 ou, and proſper in the Work of the Lord, and build à large 
aud fair Super ſiructure upon the good Foundation that hath 

been laid; and may many Souls, 5 their ſacred Miniſtrations, 

attended with a Divine Bleffng. be add:d to the Church, m_ 

: ſuch as 8 be Javed. Which is the bearty "as 7 


Their Fellow-Servant 
in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
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| Two Funcral-Diſcourſes 


For the late REvEREND 


Mr. W iam Bartlet. 5 . 


7 Foun =” 
Dew 1 47 Thomas / which is called 
Didymus ) unto his Fellow - Diſci- 


"oe. Let us alſo go, that we may 
tie wit h Him. | 


— T is with an aking Heart I now _ 
appear in this Pulpit, confidering 
that my endeared Friend and Bro- 
ther, and your excellent Paſtor, is 
remov'd from it, and the Eye which 
hath ſeen him Gall ſee him here no 
el more forever. Oh! heavy Stroke! - 
Ohl! ſevere Diſpenſation! Who can 
1 reflect upon it without a Sigh or 
2 Tear! Is ſich a Friend, and ſuch a Miniſter, dead 
and gone: Surely Life is now leſs amiable, and 


Death more deſirable.— Let us alſo go, that we may 
die with him, | 
B2 3 


4 


_ 


— — 


4. 1 ; 


3 


UT, to wipe off our Tears, let us «conſider, that 
dur Loſs is his Gain. He is gone to reap the Fruit 
of his Labours, and to enter into the Foy of his Lord. 
And ſhall we, by an intemperate Sorrow, manifeſt 
an unkind Inclination to ſnatch him from the Em- 
'” braces of his Dear Redeemer, and call him back a- 
gain to a ſinful, wretched, and miſerable World? Is 
| he dead? Certainly, No! It is true, the Body is com- 
mitted to the Duſt, until the Morning of a bleſſed 
KReſurrection; but his Better Part, the bright Immor- 


tial Soul, the unſeen Vital Subſtance, is gone up to 
' GOP, and lives and reigns above, deck*d with Beams 
i: of Heavenly Light, and dreſsd in Robes of ſpotleſs 
', Glory. And our grand Work is to be guided and in- 


ample, conſidering the End of his Converſation. Our 

Buſineſs 1s, to prepare to follow, to trim our Lamps, 
| and put on our Wedding-Garment ; And when the Soul 
F. is dreſs d and ready, let us with humble Submithon to 
| the Sovereignty of Heaven, be willing to go and die 
with him. Let us then be willing to,go and fee him 
in that Divine Immortal World, where, when once we 
meet, we ſhall never part more. Then ſaid Thomas, 


| fluenc'd by his Doctrine, and imitate his ſhining Ex- 


[; which is calldd Didymus, unto his Fellow-Dzſcaples, let 
As alſogo, that we may die with him. 5 
jo IN this Chapter we have a 1ignal. Inſtance of the 
| _ Redeemer's Power over the Inviſible World, in cal- 
Þ ling a Perſon from the State of the Dead into a new 


' Life, and ſecond Abode here upon Earth. The Perſon 
'. raisd from the Dead was Lazarus. Chriſt ſaith to his 
| Diſciples, ver. 11. Our Friend Lazarus ſleepeth ; but I 
go, that I may awake him out of Sleep. And, ver. 14. 


2 
— 8 * 
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| he tells them plainky that Lazarus is dead, But tho? 
ik (according to the Hiſtory of the Evangeliſt) Lazarus 
|; had been dead Four Days, and the Body in ſo long a 
|. Time might be ſuppoſed to be putred and corrupt, 
5 zs his Siſter ſaid, Lord by this Time be ſtinketh ; yet 
þ Chriſt no ſooner utters his all-commandmng Voice, 
0 3 LO OTIS 7 3 
|: J 
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LA ZAPUS, come forth ! but the that was dead came 
forth, and feels the Springs of Life reſtored to their 


—— 


wonted Strength and Vigour, ver. 43, 44. 5 
As this was one of the laſt, fo it was one of the 


| brighteſt, and moſt illuſtrious Miracles our Saviour 
- wrought, and carried in it the cleareſt and moſt con- 
vincing Evidence of his Divinity. This plainly 
 ſhew'd that he was, what he declar'd Himſelf to be, 
the True MEss14aH, the Sor of GOP, of the ſame 
Nature and Eſſence with the FATHER. He, who could 


controul and countermand the eſtabliſh'd Laws of Na- 


ture, and raiſe a Man from his Grave, after he had been 


dead - Four Days, muſt needs be GOD, as well as 
MAN: For, V ho can raiſe the Dead but God only? 


Tur Hiſtory of Lazarus's Sickneſs, Death, and Re- 


ſurrection from the Dead, is attended with ſeveral re- 
markable Circumſtances. When Lazarus fell ſick at 
| Bethany, Jeſus being at a Diſtance, his Siſters, Martha 


and Mary, ſent a Meſſenger to him, to give him 
Notice of it, ſaying, Lord, behold, he whom thou loveſt 
is fick, ver. 3. But tho Lazarus was one whom Jeſus 


loved, a peculiar Favourite, yet he delays, and makes 


no Haſte to come to him, till his Sickneſs proved 
Mortal, and he was dead Four Days; and that for 


this Reaſon, that he might manifeſt his Almighty 
Power in raiſing him from the Dead, and Men might 
be excited from thence to honour the. SON, even as 


they honour the FATHER, 


AT length Chriſt tells his Diſciples, he would take 


a Journey into Fudea, and viſit Lazarus; and tho he 
1 had flept the Sleep of Death, he was glad, for their 
3 fakes, he was not preſent witz him: For he would go 
and awake him out of Sleep; and ſo give them a freith 
Inſtance of his being the MEsSI an, the Great Saviour 


of the World— Then ſaid Jeſus unto them plainly, Lazarus 


*Z =» dead: — And I am glad, for your fakes, that I was 
not there [to the Intent ye may believe |, Nevertheleſs, let 
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ws go unto him — Then ſaid Thomas, which is called Di- 
_ dymus, Jet us alſo go, that we may die with him. 
ThBkESE Words, at firſt View, ſeem to look like the 

Language cf Incredulity, as if Thomas did ſcarce be- 
lieve that Chriſt was going to awake Lazarus out of WY 
his Sleep, or to raiſe him from the Dead. And ſeeing 
he was gone oft the Stage of this Life, and he did 
not expect tofee him here again any more forever, he 
Is willing to go the ſame Way, and to make after him. 

Aud being perſwaded that his Fellow-Diſciples were | 
Lovers of Lazarus as well as himſelf, he calls upon 
them to take the ſame Journey, hoping for an happy 

- FMeetirg in a better World: Let us go, that we may 
die with lim: Is ſo Great and Good a Man departed, 

* cur intimate and agreeable Companion, and a faſt 
Friend to Chriſt and his Followers? Life is not 
_ * now worth enjoying! Therefore let us quit the Stage, 
_ * retire and begone. Seeing our common Patron, our 
kind and gracious Benefactor, and a Perſon ſo truly 
* Worthy and Valuable, hath left our World; let us 
* alſo leave the Tabernagle of the Body, that we may 
_ © conveiſe with him in the Kingdom of Light and 
Love. —Let us go and die like him; let us die in 
Peace with Gov, and in Favour with JEsUs, let 
us die with the fame glorious Hopes, and bright Proſ- 
. * pects of an happy Immortality: Let me die the Death 
f the Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his, — Then 
| faid Thomas (which is called Didymus) to his Fellom-Diſ- 
 etples, let us alſo go, that we may die with him, TY 
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I. I SHALL give you briefly the Character of La- 


⁊d i. 


II. Sn Ew, that Good Men, that the Friends and Diſ. 
Ciples of Chriſt Jeſus, muſt die as well as 
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_ others, 


— . er 57 


— r 


III. Enquire 
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III. ENQUIRE, in what reſpects it is ſo very deſira- 
ble to die with Good Men, to die with the 
Friends and Diſciples of Jeſus; or to die like 
them, in the ſame Condition, and with the 
lame happy Circumſtan ce. 
IV. Ut. APPLY the whole. + 
I. TN, I ſhall give you, briefly, the Character of 
Lazarus. F = „ 
Ap as for the Character of Lazarus, He was a 
Diſciple of Jeſus, inviolably attach'd to his Intereſt, 
and one who manifeſted an uncommon Zeal & Affection 
for his Lord and Maſter. He frequently invited our 
Saviour to his Houſe, and thought it an high Honour 
to entertain ſo Divine a Gueſt, and tock a peculiar 
Pleaſure in his Company and Converſation, and in at- 
tending to thoſe gracious Words which proceeded wut of 
his Mouth. Lazarus was a Worthy Good Man, Eminent 
for Piety and Charity; a Man cf an Fxcellent Spirit, 
and Publickly uſeful in the World. He was one that 
ſerved God, and his Generation according to the Will 
of God. He was one that uſed Hoſpitality, and was 
never better pleaſed than when he could enjoy the 
Company of Chriſt and his Followers. The Hcuſe of 
Lazarus was a common Receptacle for Jeſus and his 
Diſciples, where they always met with an hearty 
Welcome. . 55 
. AND how was your Worthy Paſtor, lately deceas'd, 
Taviſhed with the Company of his Deareſt Saviour? 
How earneftly hath he invited him into his Houſe, 
and into his Heart, ſaying, Exter Kirg of Glory! 
With what Complacency and Satisfaction did he con- 


S verſe with Jeſus in his private Retirem@hts ? and what 
S {weet Viſits of Love hath he received from him? And 


how did he alſo delight in the Company of good Peo- 
ple, eſpecially in the Society of the Miniſters of Jeſus, 
who ſerv'd the ſame common Lord, and were engag d 
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in the Rae bleſſed Work? With what Pleaſure did "A 


receive and entertain them in his Houſe, and at his 
Table? — 


FINALLY, Lazarus was one who appear'd publickly 
in the Cauſe of Chriſt, and own'd and confeſs'd him 


an the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation. Tho 
others ſlighted and deſpisd the Great Redeemer, he 
acknowledged the Dignity of his Perſon, and paid him 
à becoming Veneration and Reſpect. And I am ſure 
that Reverend Perſon who is lately gone from us was 


one who ſhewed a juſt Zeal and Concern for the 


Honour of his Saviour ; and it was Matter of Grief 
and Lamentat ion to him, that any ſhould deny his 


DIVINITY, or lefſen the Grandieus of his Bleſſed 


Lord and Maſter. = 
II. IAM to ſhew that Good Men, that the Friends and = 


| Diſciples of Jeſus, muſt die, as well as others. 


 Goop Men, and Good Miniſters, the moſt pious and 


| bountiful, the moſt publickly uſeful and beneficial, are 


not privileged or ſecur'd from the Arreſt: of Death; 


but ſooner or later muſt mount the pale Horſe, and go. 
the Way of all the Earth. —Tour Fathers, where are they ® | 
and the Prophets, do they live forever? ? Abraham, the - 
Friend of God, bowed his Head, and gave up the 
Ghoſt. Lazarus, the Friend of Teſus, fell aſleep. Moſes, | 
the Servant of the Lord, who talked with him Face 
to Face, and convers'd with God with a diſtinguiſhing | 
5 Familiarity, Was bid to go up to Mount Nebo, and die 
there. Jaſb. i. 2. Moſes, my Servant, is dead. Job, tho 
a Perfect Man, and one who feared God, and eſchew= 
ed Evil, yet He ſays, I know that thou wilt bring me 


to Death and unto the Houſe appointed for all living, 
Fob xxx. 21. In this reſpect, there is one Event to 


the Righteous and to the Wicked; to the Juſt and to 
the Unjuſt: For they both fall under one common Fate, 
and are jumbled together in the cold and ſilent Grave. 

Indeed the Stirg of Death is taken away as to Good 
Men; but Mey! are not d from the Stroke of 
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it. The Kpaitle tells us, that By one Man Sin enter d 
into the World, and Death by , Rom. v. 12. Sin 


hath infusd that Poiſon into our Natures, which works 
ſurely, and will carry us off at laſt, God hath ſaid 


it, But thou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt return; and 
he will ſtand to his Word. There is no Man bath Power 
over the Spirit, to retain the Spirit z neither hath he Power 


in the Day of Death; and there 15 10 * ge in that 
War; Fccleſ. viii. 8. 


IT 1s true, Enoch & Elijah, by uncommon aFocur; were 
tranſlated alive from Earth to Heaven: But the general 


Sentence takes place, notwithſtanding a few Exceptions. 
You read, Gen. v. 24. that Enoch walked with God, & 
was not; for God took him. Thoſe Excellent Sermons 


VUUr Wor thy Miniſter preach*d on this Subject ſeem'd ; 


3 to preſuge the Manner of his own Death, or the Ma- 
ner of his going off to a better World. As with Enoch 


he walled with God, ſo the Manner of his Departure 


look'd very much like a Tranſlation. He was rapt up 


to Heaven in àa Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye; 
an Emblem of the glorious Change which ſhall p: $ 
upon the living Saints at the Laſt Day. 2 Or. xv. 5 1. 
52. There ſays the Apoſtle, We ſhall all be charged in a 
Momert, in the Twinklirg of an Eye. He ſcarce felt the 
Pangs of Death; but goes oft calmly without any 
Struggle or Agony; a Way of Dying moſt becoming 


that bliſsful State be was to enter into, which doth 
not admit cf a Sigh or a Groan. In the Morning he 


claſp'd his dear Couſort in his Arms, expreſſing his great 
Affection for her: Then took a few Turns in the Cham- 
ber, and afterwards went down into his Study; — And | 


' Oh! how ſweetly was he ſarpriz'd to find himſelf, e er 


he was aware, in the Boſom of God's Love, and the 
Kingdom of his Glory! With Moſes he had been on 


the Mount converſiug with God; he had engag'd in 
Private and Family Duty ; and not long a ter he had 
finiſhed his Devot ions, the Faſhion of his Countenance 
alter'd; the Body falls to the Grcund; but the Soul 
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this leads me to the Third General. 
 firable to die with Good Men, to die with the Friends 


ces. Then ſaid Thomas ( which is raled Didymus) uns 
to bis Fellow-Diſciples, Let us «yo go, that we may die with | 


in itſelf, is not the Object of Deſire. 


Uneaſineſs, or an impatient Diſcontent under the Trou- 
bles and Pifficulties of the preſent Life. 


ſelf, is not the Object of Deſire. 2 Cor. v. 4. We that 
that we would be uncloath'd, io, it is an awful Thing to 


of Life. Death is ſhocking to Nature, tho it be a Friend 
to Grace, It appears in a ghaſtly Shape, and with a 


Pleſh and Blood are apt to recoil, and ſhrink back, at 

the Approach of the pale Meſfenger. Therefore David, N 
tho' a Good Man, under Apprehenſions of Death, cries 
out, (Pa xxxix. 13.) Ob ! ſpare me, that I may recover 


TW EEE 


lutely couſider d, is not the Proper Object of Pefire, 
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mounts upwards, and is transfigur d with Glory. And 


” gy; 


III. I ant to enquire, in what reſpects it is 5 very dex 


and Diſciples of Jeſus ; or, to die like them, in the 
ſame Condition, and with the ſame happy Circumſtan- 


51 ill, | | 
AN p, to prevent Miſta kes 1 would premiſe a few 
Things; . 


I. Tuar Death, abſolutely conſi der d, or cond der | 


2. Trnar we ſhould not deſire to die, wein a tetful 


3. THAT we ſhould patiently wait God's Time 
vc 5 WOULD premiſe, that Death, confi der d in its 
are in this Tabernacle do groan, being burthen d; not for 


die.] but cloth d upon, t that Mortality might be ſwallow'd 1p 


grim Aſpect, and therefore is ſtibd The King of Terrors. 


Strength, before I go hence, and be no more ſeen. The Diſs 
ſolution of the Humane Frame, and the Breaking the 
dear and intimate Union between Soul and Body, abſo- 
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2. I woVLD premife, that we ſhould not deſire to 
die, from a fretful Uneaſineſs, or an impatient Diſcon- 
tent, under the Troubles or Difficulties of the preſent 
Life, To defire to die, only becauſe we are diſcomen- 
ted with our preſent Circumſtances, and are not ſatisfied 
with the Allotment of Divine Providence, is criminal 
and faulty, What is this but to quarrel with our Maker, 
= impeach the Conduct of the Great Sovereign of the 
World, and charge God foohſhly> To wiſh for Death 
in a ſudden Pang of Grief and Sorrow, when the Hand of 
God lies heavy upon us, 18 a Temper very unbecoming 
a good Chriſtian, who profeſſes to give his firm Aſſent 
to the Word of God, which aſſures us, that whom the 
Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom 
be recerveth, Heb. x11. 6. and that all Things ſhall work. to- 
gether for good to them who are the Called according to his 
Purpoſe, Rom, viii. 28. A paſſionate Deſire of Death, 
extorted from us purely from the Dint of Afflict ion, or 
from a Senſe of the Hardfhips and Difficulties we mcet 
with in the preſent World, is no way commendable and 
praiſe-worthy ; but is rather to be ceuſtr'd and con- 
demn'd, becauſe it carries in it an indecent Reflection 
upon God, and his Providence. Jonah forgat his Duty, 
when he murmur'd and repird for want of his Gourd, 
and wiſh'd for Death, Jonah iv. 7, 8. whereas the Pſal - 
3 miſt could ſay, Tho he flew me, yet will I truſt in him; 
and, I was dumb, and I opened not my Mouth, becauſe 
thou did} it, Pſa, xxxix. 9. „ N 


3. WE ſhould patiently wait God's Time, Good 
Old Jacob could ſay, I have waited for thy Salvation, 
O Lord, Gen. xlix, 18. And Jo ſays, All the Days of 
my appointed Time will I wait till my Change come, Fob xiv. 
14. As our Time is in God's Hand, we ſhould not vainly 
and fooliſhly attempt to take it from thence, and carve. 
for ourſelves, We ſhould be willing to live here as 
Jong as we may be uſeful, and do any Seryige for God, 
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and leave him to chuſe. the Time and Manner of cur Nt 
Departure hence. We ſhould ſubmiſlively ſay, Y ben ME 
God pleaſes, as he pleaſes, and how he pleaſes. Tho! | 
aul had a Deſire to depart and be with Cri, yet he was ü 
willing to abide in the Fleſh, becauſe it was nec ul for te- 
Philippian Churches: And having this Co fic ence (I know, Wl 
ſays he) that I. Hall abide and continue with you, for your. 
Furtherance, and Foy of Faith, Phil. i. 23, 24, Se. 
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Tren Things being premig, Yn to en- 
quire, in what reſpects it 18 1o Vel. deſir able Fa 0 a 0 th A 
Good Men, or to die like the Friends 2d Di ;C-5ples CI 
Jeſus, in the ſarne Condition, and with the fa e a: ry 
C ircumſtances. And, e 
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1. IT is very deſi able to dic like: the Frien ds An 4 
DE of Jeſus, becauſe they die in the Loid d. 
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3. BECAUSE they are dliverd from the Evil to come. 


eee r 


4. BEC ATSE, upon the Death of the Body, the Soul 
Is immediately receiv d to the Enjoyment of Chriſt in 
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F. Bre aus the Death of Good Men is Precious in 
| God's Sight. And, | 
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| Bs lar: at the Laſt Day, their Bodies ſhall be 
mo raiſed up to a glorious Immortality. 
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1 LED, THe, it is very deſi rable to die like the Friends 
and Diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe they die in the Lord; and 
bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord. The Saints die 
in the Lord; and Believers ſleep in Feſus. Lazarus our 
i iend Lett. | : 
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Ir you ask me, in what Reſpects the Saints, or the 
Friends and Diſciples of Chriſt, die in the Lord; or in 
what Reſpects they ſleep in Jeſus + ?I anſwer, 

(J.) THEY die in the Faith of Jeſus. 


| (2) THEY die commending Soul and Body to bim. 


=(s 0 TEN die in Union with Jeſus, 


0 * Tur Saints die in the Faith of Jeſus. It is ſaid 
of the good old Patriarchs, Heb. xi. 12. Theſe all died in 
the Faith, The Saints you read of i in the Old Teſtament 
died in the Belicf of a Jeſus to come: And all the Saints 
"0 lich have died ſince our Saviour's Incarnation died in 
ie Faith of a Jeſus already come. All ſincere Chriſti- 
aus believe in the Lord Jcſus. They receive him for 
their Prince and Saviour: They bow to his Scepter, and 
depend upon his Sacrifice; and they live and die in this 
Faith. They die believing the great Goſpel-Record, That 
God bath given to us etes nal Life, and that this Life i is in 
bis Son, 1 Job v. 11. : 
(2.) Fae Saints die, committing themithres to eſut, 
commending Soul and Body to him. They fleep (as it 
were) in the Arms of jeſus, and go to Reſt leaning on 
their Beloved. They die boldly, truſting Chriſt over 
all; over Soul and Body, over the dying and undying 
Part, depending on him to keep what they intruſt him 
With, until the Laſt Day, and to preſent them faultleſs 
before the Preſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy. 
5 They die, committing their Bodies to his Care and Over- 
ſight, to his Truſt and C uſtody, 'till the Reſurrection, 
and commending their Souls to his gracious and merciful 
Reception. They die like Stephen, who tell aflecp, ſay- 
ing, Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit! Ads vii. 59. 
(3.) THE Saints die in Union with Jeſus. They die 
united to Jeſus, as the Members to their Head, as the 
Wife to her Husband, and as the Branches to the Vine. 
There is ſuch a near, ſtrong, and intimate Union be- 
tween Chriſt and Believers ; that Death itſelf cannot 
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diſſolve it. Time, which devours all other Things, can- 
not wear out the firm Bond and Cement by which Chriſt 
and Souls are united. The Saints are joined to the Lord 
Jeſus by an indiſſoluble Union: Meither Life nor Death 
(faith the Apoſtle) Hall be able to ſeperate us from the Love 
of Gad, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 


Tus it is very deſirable to die like Good Men, like 


the Friends aud Diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe ſuch as theſe 
de in the Lord, and ſleep in Jeſus. When Good Men die, 


their Souls go to God, the Fountain of their Happineſs, 
And the Centre of their Eternal Reſt ; and their Bodies 
fleep in the Duſt, being united to Chriſt, and feel no 


Pam or Uneaſineſs. In the Grave they have as ſoft a 
Repofe as on a Bed of Down : For there the W icked ceaſe 


From troublirg, and there the Weary are at Rel, _ 


2. IT is very defirable to die like the Friends and ; 


Pifciples of Jeſus, becauſe they reſt from their Labour: 


Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord Nor they ret from 
their Labour. They are diſcharg'd from all their Toils 
and Burthens; they are freed from all their Diſquietudes 
and Fatigues; they enter into Peace, and reſt in their 


Beds, each one walking in his Upriglitneſs. The 


Friends and Diſciples of Jeſus, when they die, are no 
longer harraſſed with Troubles and Afflictions; they are 


no longer clogg'd and incumber'd with a Body of Sin 


and Neath, they are no longer expos'd in the Field of 
Battle, and preſs thro' a thick Crowd of Spiritual Ene- 


mies; they no longer grapple with Corruptions and 


Temptat ions; they no longer complain of weary Nights 
and gloomy Shades: But having run the toilſome Race, 
they ſeize the immortal Prize, and enter on a State of 
perfect Reſt, and ineffable Joy and Felicity. Thus Good 
Minifters, when they die, re# from their Labours, and 
their Works do follow them, They no longer work and 
toil in the Vineyard; they no longer endure Painfulneſs 
and Watching; they no longer walte their Strength, 
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and exhauſt their Spirits; they no longer ſweat, and tug 
hard, to gain Souls to Jeſus z they no longer ſtretch 
forth their Hand to a diſobedient and a gain-ſaying Peo- 
ple; they no longer wreſtle with Princapalities and 
Powers, and grapple with a mighty Contradiction of 
Sinners ; they no longer endure the Inſults, Reproaches, 
and Perſecutions of wicked and unreaſonable Men, or 
feel the grating Reſentments of a peeviſh and il-natnr'd 
World: But their difficult Warfare is accompliſh'd, and 
their Reward is at hand.  _ e 


2. IT is very deſirable to die like the Friends and 
Diſciples of Teſs, becauſe ſuch as theſe, when they die, 
are deliver'd from the Evil to come. ia. lvii. 1. The 
Righteouns periſheth, and no Man layeth it to Heart; and 
merciful Men are taken away, none conſidering that the 
Righteous is taken away from the Evil to come. It is too 
evident that Iniquity abounds, and the Love of many 
| waxes cold; Chriſtianity runs at a low Ebb, true Pt» 
ety decays, and ſerious Godlineſs is banter'd and ridi- 
cuPd by a looſe and degenerate Race of Men: Vile Prin- 
ciples and Practices too much prevail among us: Aud 
theſe Things look with a gloomy Aſpect, and are ſomes - 
times the Forerunners of fore Calamities and dreadful 
, | Judgments. And many Times Good People are hous'd 
before a Storm, and get into the Harbour before the 
Winds and the Waves roar, and proclaim a rapid Tem- 
. | peſt. The Righteous are many Times deliver'd from the 
1 | Evil to come. Our Saviour had told his Diſciples, that 
g they were to meet with many ſevere Hardſhips and bit= 
ter Sufferings in the World; and perhaps Thomas, being 
appal'd at the frightful Proſpect, was willing to go off 
in Seaſon, and fo eſcape the windy Storm and Tempeſt, 4 
He knew Eazirus was got out of all Danger; therefore 
lays he, Let us alſo go, that we may die with him, 
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4. IT is N deſirable to die like the Friends and 
| Diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe, upon the Death of their Bo- 
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dies, their Souls are immediately receiv'd to the En- 
Joyment of Chriſt in Glory, Thus Paul had a Deſire to 
depart, and be with Chriſt. And oh! what an happy State 


is it to be with Jeſus, and behold his Glory! to enjoy 


the ſweet and raviſhing Smiles and Company of that 
Saviour, who loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his 
own Blood. It was St. Auſtin's Wiſh, that he might have 


Teen Chriſt in the Fleſh : But ſurely it is infivitely bet- 
ter to ſee him in Glory. „5 8 SEC 


5. IT is very deſirable to die like the Saints, like 2 


the Friends and Diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe the Death of 
Good Men is precious in God's Sight. Pſa, cxvi. 15. Pre- 
cious in the Sight of the Lord is the Death of bis Saints, 
A Good Man dies under the Influence and Management 


of a kind and diſtinguiſhing Providence. His Soul, 
when it leaves the Body, is committed to a bright Guard 
of Angels, to conduct it to Manſions of Glorys And his WW 


Body, when it drops into the Grave, is kept ſafe there as 3 
in a Dormitory, until it ſhal} be called out of its Shum- | 
ber on the Morning of the Reſurrection. His Grave is 


perfum'd, and his Duſt is facred and precious in God's 
diglt, who knows how to gather the ſcatter'd Particles, 
to rebuild the Tabernacle of the Bedy, and who will 


* 


raiſe it up in exquiſite Beauty and Grder at the Laſt 
Day. Therefore, re 5 5 


6. IT is very deſirable to die like the Friends and 

Diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe, at the Laſt Day, their Boh- 
dies {hall be raiſed up to a glorious Immortality. Theſe 

frail Bodies of the Saints, thoſe impotent Pieces cf Clay, 

which are lodged in the Duſt, ſhall be quicken'd and 
rais d, put on immortal Vigour, and live forever: The | 
Goſpel bath brought Life and Immortality to Light. This 
hath open'd a glorious Scene to our View, and ſhewed 

us that which was not to be diſcover'd by the glimmer- 
jpg Light of Nature. The Reſurredon of the Body is an 
Aticle not to be found in the Pagan Creed. This is | 
; 1 * W 
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M Fey unknown to the . e Therefore, when 
they buried their Dead, all was dark and gloomy about 


Wo them: They thought their Friends were laid up in per- 


petual Oblivion and eternal Obſcurity. But We Chri- 
ſtians have a brighter Proſpect, and are aſſur d that this 
Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
ſhall put on Immortality. We have a ſure Word of 
Prophecy to depend upon, which informs us that the 
Bodies of the Saints ſhall riſe again, ſpring up to a new 
Life, and be beautified and adorn'd with the moſt glori- 
ous and ſhining Qyalities. Fob x1x. 25, 26, &c. I know 


(ſays Fob) that my Redeemer liveth, and that be hall fand 
at the latter Day upon the Earth. 
= Morms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God; 
= whom T ſhall jee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and \ 


not another; tho my Reins be conſumed within me. 


And tho after my Amn 


I am ſays Chriſt) the Reſurrection and the Life : . 5 
that believeth in me, tho he were dead, yet fhall be live, 


Fobn xi. 25. And Paul aſſures us, that when the Lor 4 ” 
Jeſus ſhall come down from. Heaven, he ſhull change the 


vile Bodies of the Saints, that they may be faſhioned like u- 
to bis own glorious. Body, Phil. iii. 20, 21. Thus It is 


Jowen in Corruption; it is Tatjed in Tncorruption : It is fow- 
en in Niſhonour ,, it is raiſed in Glory : It is ſowen iu Weak- 
neſs ; it is raiſed in Power : It is ſowen a Natural Body; 


it 7s goin aud a Spiritual Body; I Cor. xv. 42, 43, 44. 


APPLICATION. 


IV. Ule. I proceed to apply Ns the Whole. Aud from ; 


the Subjeſt I have been inſiſting on we may learn: 


1. That the Death of a Good Man-3 18 very juſtly and | 
deſervedly lamented. | 5 


LS That the deareſt Friends, ſooner or later, muſt : part, — 


i What little Reaſon have 1 we eto be fond of our St ay 
hee 3 


4. Heaven 
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4. Heaven is worth dying for. And, 5 
5. Ult. The ſuddeh Death of our Friends calls albu 
upon us to prepare to follow. %% Ln 
1. Then, from the Subject IJ have been inſiſting upon, 


ve may learn, that the Death of a Good Man is very 
juſtly and deſervedly lamented. No Wonder, when ſo 
Worthy and Good a Man as Lazarus was dead, that I ho- 
mas was ſo paſſionately affected with the invaluable Loſs, 
5 bewails his Death, and talks of going, that he might die 
+ with him. Nay , Jeſus himſelf wept over Laxaruss 
5 Tomb : When he ſaw the Grave, he burſt out into Tears. 
hen Jeſus ſaw Mary, the Siſter of the Deceaſed, weepivg, 
and the Tews alſo weeping which came with her, he grouned 
In the Spi1it, and was troubled; and ſaid, W here have ye 
Lid him ? They ſay unto bim, Lord, come and fee. Feſus 
wept; Jobn Xi. 33, 34, 35. You read of the Proto- 
Martyr Stephen, that devout Men carried him to his Burial, 
aud made great Lamentation over him, Acts viii. 2. Thus 
Fou have an Account, that when Samuel, that holy Man, 
and famous Prophet of the Lord, died, all the Iſraelites 
were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him 
in his Houſe at Ramah, 1 Sam. xxv. I. And when good 
Miniſters die, their Death juſtly calls for a Tribute of 
Mourning and Lamentation. Aud when ycur faithful 
and beloved Paſtor was taken from you, how was the 
Town cloth'd in Sables? Every Countenance deferved- | 
ly put on a viſible Concern ; every Eye weeping, and Þ| 
every Heart bleeding; ſorrowing moſt of all that cu 
ſhould hear his charming Voice, and ſee his pleaſing 
Countenance, no more. And furely Tears are due to the 
Heaſe of ſuch a Friend, and ſuch a Miniſter. But he 
being dead yet fpeaketh : And methinks I ſee him turn a- 
Bout, and beſpeak you in the Language our Saviour ad- 
dlreſsd himſelf to the Daughters of Jeruſalem, who fol- 
lowed him with Tears in their Eyes, ſaying, Weep not 
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for n me; but weep for your Ae aud your Children The 
pious Soul, no doubt, is ſafely ledg'd in Abraham's Boſom, 
and enter'd into a State of perfect Reſt, and inefta ble 
Joy and Felicity, But O vaſt unſpeakable Loſs to the 


Church of God, etre el to this Town! Surely a Great 


and Good Man is now fallen in Irael; and your Strength 
is in ſome meaſure departed ! It looks like an ill Omen, 


when God is calling of ſuch Eminent Miniſters, in the 
Seaſon of their Vigour and Uſefulneſs. This is a very 
awful and awakening Providence: Oh! Hear the Rod, 


and who huth appointed it, and learn Inſtruction. Make 
a better Improvement” of the Labours of Miniſters for 
the future : Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the Tongs which 


remain, that are ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. Methinks, God 
is addrelling you as he did Jeruſalem of Old: Be thou in 
firufed, C Jeruakm,. left wy Soul depart jr on 1 

Jer. vi. 8. 


4 Prom the Subject I have been inf fins upon, we 
may learn, that the deareſt Friends, 2 or later, 
mult part, The Diſciples of Jeſus, who are cloſt;y u. 


nited by the Bond of mutual Aſtection and Eudearments, 


muſt be ſeparated from each other. There is a Inne 


when the moſt intimate Aſſociates, when the 1 
Friends, and Brethren in the M inift: y, mult ſhake 
Hands, and bid Farewel. Death makes a Separation 
between Thomas and Lazarus, between Forathan and 
Dravid. This makes a Separat ion between Brother and 


Siſter, between Parents and Children, between Hus! and 


and Wife. When any of our Friends or Relations die, 
they are broken off From our Society; ; W e ſhall go to them; 
but they Hall not return to us, 


> Then what little 1 have we to be © fond of 


eur Stay here. While in this wretched and Chap: Tet ble 


World, we live at the greateſt Uncertainties. (a 0 
Are ſoon turu'd into Solrows, and our Trag v 6 = 


g Repoſe frequently interrupted by ſome ungratcful Aci 
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dent or eder Beſ des the Doublings of Green and 
the repeated Aſſaults of Temptations, which a Good | 
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Man is liable to while here. And methinks theſe Things 


ſhould teach us to hang looſe to the World, if not excite 


us to wh for Wings like a Dove, that Te e might 50 98 


and be at Keft. Therefore, 


4 HEAvEN | is worth dying fbr. Our Treaſure and 


Happineſs is in Heaven; and our beſt Friends dwell 
above. There dwells the Bleſſed G O D, incompaſsd 
with dazzling Beams of Light and Glory : There 
cwells an Exalted Saviour £ There dwell Glorious 
Angels and Glorious Saints: There dwell the faithful 


Minifters of Chriſt, who are gone off the Stage of this 


"Lite, and all our pious Relations and Acquaintance, 


Who are departed in the Faith. And is it not worth dy- 


ing to ſee and converſe with ſuch agreeable and en- 
5 dearing Company? What Charms muſt there needs be 

in the pleaſing Sight, and in the heavenly C 
ſation? Is it not worth dying, to go and ſee the 


Face & God, and be ſatisfy'd with the Light cf his 
Countenance? To go and ſee a beloved Saviour; to 


be where Jeſus is, and behold his Glory? To g0 
and ſce Abraham, Tac, and Ficob, and all the Pre- 
Phets and Apoſtles. and all the Saints and Martyrs, 
in the Kingdom of God? Is it not worth dying, to 
arrive at Mount Sion, and unto the City 
ving God, 
numerable C ompany of Angels; to the general Aſ- 
ſembly and Church of the Firft-born, Which are writ- 
ten in Heaven, and to God the Judge. of all, and to 
the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect: To be join'd 
to the bright Aſſembly cf Glorified Spirits, who are 


3 in Peace and Love? Is it not worth dying, to 


wave the fame beautiful Image drawn in Perfection 


upon the Soul; to be clad in the ſame ſhining Ar- 


ray; to appear without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 


Thing, to put on the ſame happy Temper z to tune 


the 


Conver- 


cf the Li- | 
the Heaven! „ Feruſalem, and to an in- 
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the ſame Golden Harps; to bear a Part in the ſame 
®Z Tranſports of Joy, and loud Anthems of Praiſe ; to 
ſit and ſing, and love as they? Is not this Happineſs 


— 


worth dying for? And, as an Addition to the Felicity 
of the Saints in Heaven, they ſhall have a clear and 


diſtin Knowledge of one another. When we are got 
up to this bleſſed Society, we ſhall be able to ſay, 
This is my dear Brother! This is my dear Sifter ! This 
s. my dear Father! [his is my dear Child! This is my 
dear Paſtor |! This is my dear Friend! and the like. 
> = Nay, when we get up to Heaven, we ſhall know thoſe 
whom we never ſaw in the Fleſh. We. ſhall be able | 
to ſay, This is Enoch, who walked with God, aud .was | 
* tranſlated. This is Abraham, the Friend of God. This | 
ts Moſes, the Servant of the Lord, who talked with him 
on Mount Sinai, aud went up to Mynnt Nebo, and 
died there. This is David, the Man after God's own 
Hurt. This it Samuel the Prophet: And this is Paul 
the Apoſtle. | This is Stephen the Martyr. This is |} 
John the Peloved Diſciple; and the like. And is it not | 
worth dying, to ſee and enjoy ſuch Bleſſed Con- 
_ pany, and to: live and be happy with them forever? 
Let us alſo go, that we may die with. bin. 
5. Ult. The {ſudden Death of our Friends calls aloud | 
upon us to Prepare to follow. Thomas ſeem'd ſurpriz d 
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with the melancholly, unexpected Tydings of the 
. Death of Lazarus, his Friend, and Fellow-Diſciple. 
* It was but juſt before Chriſt and his Diſciples had heard 
4 that he was ſick; and ſoon after Thomas hath Notice 


of his Death. Oh! the Vanity of Man, as Mortal! 
What a frail uncertain Thing is the Life of Man! 
How quickly is the Vapour ſcatter'd, and the But» - } 
ble broken! How ſoon does the Flower fade, aud the 
Shadow flee away! You have an awful and affecting 
Inſtance of this in the Death of your beloved Paſtor. 
= Pe ye alſo ready For in ſuch an Hour as you think not, 
1 3 the Son of Man cometh, Math. xxiv. 44. Boaſt not thy 
* elf of To-morrow; for thou know not what 4 Day may 


bring 


@ 0 
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bring forth. Thou knoweſt not what an Hour, nay, 


a Minute, or a Moment, may bring forth. Tho in the 
midſt of Life, we are in Death. You know not how 
ſoon, or how ſuddenly, you may be call'd into ano- 
ther World. Oh! make no Delays; but haſte, ant 
ſet all Things in Order. Seeing you know not the 
Time of your Lord's Coming, whether at Midnight, 

at Cock-crowing, in the Morning, at Noon, or in the 
Evening; do not give out yourſelves to a ſpiritual 
Slumber; but watch and pray; rouſe up your drowſy 
Faculties, and awaken all the Powers of your Souls, 
do prepare, leff, coming ſuddenly, he ſhould find you fleep- 
ing. Let your Loins be girded about, and let your Lights 
be burning, and ye yourſelves like unto Men that wait for 
their Lord; that when he cometh and knocketh, you may 


open to him immediately. Bleſſed are thoſe Servants, whom - 


the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find watching, Luke 

JJ OE Ed Ce ISS: 

_ _ As for the Suddenneſs of the Death of your pious 
and excellent Miniſter, doubtleſs, it was no Surprifal 
to him, his Soul being dreſs'd and ready, and its Wings 

expanded, and prepar'd to take Flight to the bliſsful 
Manſions above. And it is worth remarking, that 
many bright and eminent Miniſters have gone off this 
Way. Thus died Mr. Vines, Mr. Ambroſe, Mr. Flavell 
of Dartmouth, Mr. Troffe of Exeter, Mr. Pope of Briſtol, 


and many other Excellent Worthies, whoſe ' Praiſes are 
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in the Churches. And it is the Opinion of Divines, 
That Sudden Death, to a Good Man, to a prepared Soul, 

18 the beſt Way of going off. For my own Part (ſays 
Mr. Taylor, in a Funeral Sermon for Mr. Vincent) on 
mature Deliberation, I do not think it a deſirable 
Thing for a Goood Man, who is ready for Death, to 
be worn away like a Stone. by a continual Drop- 
ping. May my Houſe and Soul be in Order; and 
the ſooner it quits this vile Body, and leaves this 
wretched Wald, if in the Twinkling of an Eye, ſo 
much the better. To which there is but one Cir- 
SR, 350 cumſtance 
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cumſtance more that I would deſire may be added, 
viz. That I may die preaching the everlaſting Goſ- 
-pel, or adminiſtring the Lord 's-Supper. May my 
Taper be blown out in the Sanctuary; and may I 
preſently paſs, in an Inſtant, from ſerving the Church- 
Militant here on Earth, to join with the Church 
Triumphant in Heaven. But he adds, We muſt 
not be our own Chuſers; — and to be ſure God will 
diſpoſe all Things in the beſt manner for thoſe that 
are his. > Tho his Lamp was not blown out in the 
Sanctuary, yet he had his Deſire, in ſome meaſure, 


As to a good Man, ſudden Death may be very de- 
ſirable, and that upon ſeveral Accounts. By ſuch a 


quick Way of Dying, the pious Soul gets looſe at once 
from the Temptations of Satan, and the Hurries and 
Allurements of the World; gives one finiſhing Blow 
to all her Spiritual Enemies, and ſo ſhoots triumphant 


to the Palace of Glory above. Whereas, when the 
Chriſtian lies languiſhing on a Sick Bed, and makes 
| flow Approaches to the Grave, the Devil is many Times 
very buſy to diſturb and moleſt the Soul with violent 


Temptations : And tho he can't keep it out of Heaven, 


yet he endeavours to make its Paſſage thither very gloo- 
my and uncomfortable. The World likewiſe is many 
Times a great Clog to the Chriſtian, when he goes off 
by a lingering Sickneſs, This many Times ſticks too 
cloſe, and makes the Soul too unwilling to depart. I 


might add, that by ſudden Death a Good Man eſcapes 
the Pains and Languiſhments, the Tortures and Ago- 


nies, of a ſharp or lingring Diſeaſe; and does not 
feel that killing Sorrow and Anguiſh which, many 
Times, attend Part ing with weeping Friends and Res 


lations. Oh! what Miſeries have ſome endured before 


they have left the World! And ſuppoſe a Man's Laſt 


and dying Sickneſs ſhould not be attended with Ex- 
tremity of Pain; yet when he les languiſhing upon 


a2 Sick Bed, (as one obſerves) the Tears and bitter Lz. 
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mentations of Friends are apt to ſtrike deep, and in- 
fuſe an additional Bitterneſs into the Cup. When the 

Curtains are drawn, the Room darken'd, Tapers burn- 
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ing, all around look pale and dejected, bewailing, 
ſighing and lamenting, it many Times very tender- 
affects the ſick Perſon, and cuts him to the Heart. 


18 
i; his is all Gloomineſs and Horrour. Let a Man die 
in a Minute, or an Hour, and all this is prevented. 
Fompa Mortis magis terret quam Mors ipſa; The Pomp 
of Death, or the melancholy and gloomy Retinue 
which attends it, is more ghaſtly & terrifying than Death 
itſelf. Our deceaſed Friend, going off in a Moment *, 
felt none of theſe uneaſy Impreſſions : He ſlips out of 
the World without the doleful Ceremony of ſhaking 
Hands, and bidding a fad and final Adieu, and is ſur 


Tr.ſed into Glory. 3 18 
And as God orders every Thing wiſely and graciouſſy 


fir his own Servants, ſurviving Relations ſhould not 
repine at the Manner of his Departure, or ſtruggle with 
| Prvine Providence; but ſtudy Patience and Submiſſion, 
It ſo minute a Thing as an Hair cf the Head dues not 
fall from it without our Heavenly Father, much leſs 
does the Body ſink and drop into the Grave. Tho? the 
| Enddenneſs of his Death was an aggravating Circum- 
ftance to his Friends, yet it was no Diſad vantage to 
Him. No ſooner the Body drop'd to the Ground, but 
the Soul was wafted to Paradice. As I obſerv'd before, 
many Eminent Servants cf Jeſus have died ſuddenly ; 
And thus died your incomparable Miniſter the Revd. 
Mr. BARTLET Like Flijab he was caught up to 
Heaven, tho' not in a fiery Chariot, I truſt, he was a 


— 


* The Morring he died, he roſe about Eight aClock, and went down. 


from his Chamber into his Study, which was a Lower Room, and pray- 
ed in Secret, and prayed in his Family; then - broke Faſt upon Tea 


\ 6rd Bread ard Butter; and ſome Time after remained in his Study, 
and talk'd with by Sifier; and on a ſudden drops from his Chair, ard 


expires in 4 Mement, without a Sigh or a Groans 
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Spiritual Father to many in this Place : And may each 
of theſe lament the inconceivable Loſs, and cry out as 
| Eliſha did, when his Maſter was taken from him, I 
Father, my Father ! the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Hor ſe< 
men thereof ! While he lived, he was a publick Bleſ- 
ſing, and contributed to the Support of the Church and 
Nation: He bore the Intereſt of the Publick very near. 
his Heart, and was deeply concern'd for the Welfare of 
Sion. He was a uſeful Pillar in the Temple of Get be- 
low; and now he is fix'd as a Pillar in the Temple of Glo- 
ry above; and ſhall never go out any more; He was a burn- 
ing and a ſhinivg Light; and for a Seaſon you rejoiced in 
that Light : This beautiful Lamp is not ©xt1:gmitn'd, 
but remov'd to ſhine in an higher Orb: For they that be. 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightreſs of the Firmano»t 5 and 


5 * they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, us the Stars for ever 


= wind ever, Dan rü. e 
As to the Character of that Reverend Perſon, - ße 
once labour'd among you, and is now gone to receive | 
his Reward, I muit own, I am at a Loſs how to deſc the 


hirn in his proper Colours. I want bis Mafterly Hand 
to draw the amiable Picture, and fet him forth in nis 
native Luſtre and Excellency. *© Indeed, if Love could. 
* make me eloquent, I could uſe all the Beauties of ; 
* Language, and Flowers of Rhetorick, to adorn his 


© Memory; But I think a plain Account of him is. | 
the beſt Encomium. I ſhall briefly conſider him in 2 
Private, Social, and Publick Capacity; as a C brifians | 
Ei... 4 EY, | LT 1 
As a Chriſtian; He did not make Religion a By-Buſis. i 
neſs; but the grand Work and principal Concern of f 
Life. He ſat out well, and in the Morning of his Age, f 
and the Excellency of his Strength, bound himfelf to \ 


God by a ſolemn League and Covenant, which he con- 
mitted to Writing, and fet his Hand to it. This ſecret i 


Tranſaction between God and his Soul was found tince g 
his Death, and carries in it the evident Mai ks ct a pro- 
found Humility, great Sincerity, and the moſt awful | 

ES. 3 Rcyereucè ; 
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Reverence and Seriouſneſs. And as he vcw'd to be the 
Lord's, ſo he walked before him in Truth, and with a per- 
& Heart. As he lifted himſelf under the Banner f 
Chriſt, ſo he fought manfully againſt the World, the KR 
Fleſh, and the Devil. With what Care and Watchful- XR 
neſs did he guard againſt the Snares and Temptations of 
Satan, againſt the Allurements of the World, and againſt 
all Fleſhly Luſts and Corruptions. The Law of God 
was the ſacred Rule he walk'd by, and Chriſt the noble 
Pattern and fair Original he copied after. An orient 
_ Conſtellation of Divine Graces ſparkled in his Soul, and 


= I 


* 


kx the Virtues of the Holy Jeſus ſnin'd bright in his Con- 
1 — ; EA, : ” . | G | i 
675 duct and Behaviour. This Man of God manifeſted that 

2 iſdom which is from above, which is fir pure, then peace- 


able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and 
gaod Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypecrijy. 
How conſpicucus and exemplary was he for Humility 
and Meeknels, for Candour and Charity, for Self-denial 
I and a Contempt of the World? He did not affect an 
15 haughty and diſdainful Air, or lord it over God's Heri- 
tage; but managed the Affairs of the Church with Pru- 
© CenceandDiſcretion, and with Temper and Mildnelſs, 
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9 He did rot pretend to a Domirion over your Faith, but 
| was an Eelper of your y. He had put on the Orrament 


of a meek. and quiet Spirit, was more ready to forgive an 


Injury than retaliate, and in Patierce puſſeſs d bis Soul. 


He was always diſpos'd to put the beſt Senſe, and the 


moſt candid and favourable Conſtruction, upon the 
VYords and Actions cf cthers. His Soul was too great 
and large to confine his Regards to a Party; his Charity 
was as extenſive as the Holy Catholick Church; and he 
lov'd all Good Men, and Gcod Miniſters, cf whatſoever _ 

Character or Denomination z and frequently pray'd for 

them, whether they did Conform or did not Conform. 


He was very remarkable for his Contempt and Indifte- 


rence as to the Things of the World: For when he had 
great Advantages ofter'd him, particularly from Exeter 
and from Bi ztol, notwithſtanding his growing Family's. 


„ 
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neſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and unblame- 
ably, be bebaved himſelf among you. He was an Exan ple 
of the Believers, in Word, in Conver ſation, in Chon ity, in 


Meditation and Prayer. 


W wes bn oe das o T Py as am 


Deportment! how chearful and innocent, how agree- 


able and entertaining , his Converſation! how uleful 


and inſtructive was his Advice and Counſel ! And how 


free and ready was he, upon all Occaſions, to ſcive ' 
and oblige! Many have ſuſtain d a great Lofs in his 


he refus'd the tempting Propoſals and was willing to 
ſpend his Life and Labours in this Town. Te are Vit- 


= Spit, in Faith, in Purity. And as he ſhewe:: a gocd 
= Converſation i in the Sight of Men, ſo he delighted 1— 55 8 
in Communion with God in Secret. He kept cleſe to 
his ſtated Ret irements, and gave out himſelf to ſecret 


I might conſider him in his Social Capacity , as a 
Friend or a Viſitant. And how affable and courteous 
was his Behaviour! how kind and condeſcendin g his 


Pexth on this Score, who want a truſty Friend, and a 


faith fal Guide and Counſellour. 


But to come to his Publick Character as a Miniſter of he Y 


Goſpel. And in this Capacity he appear d with a diſtinguich- 


= A and ſhin'd as a Star of the Firſt Magnitude in 


the Church ef God. He had a Noble Furniture of Mind for 


his Work; many Learned Wenne and Eminent 
Gifts and Graces. He had a ſolid Judgment, a ready In- 
vention, a bright Fancy, and an inimit able Felicity of E- 


- guage warm and affecting. How inſtructive his E Expoſitions! 


i Ed es. 
} 


locurjon. "His Stile was ſhort and ſententious, but plcaſant 
and ſprichtly; His Sermons judicious and pradical; his Lan- 


how edifying his Diſcourſes! how ſweet tis Voice! how kind _ 
„and * his Sollicitations! how awful his W arvings 1 
= how preſſing his Motives and Arguments! and how plain and 


proper his Directions! Sur rely, Sinners muſt be obdurate to 


the laſt Degree, and frozen in their Tombs, that could net 


harken to the meladious Voice of fo ſhilful and alluring a 
Charmer. In what terrifying Figures hath he ct forth the 


Torments- of Hell, and ſhewcd yon the dreadful Gulf, and 


beg d you with Tears to ayoid the fatal Road which leads 


_ thither ? In what beautiful Colours bat h he Cif play d the Jors 
_ of 
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of Heaven, and charg d you to tread the ſhining Path which 
leads to che bliſsful Manſions above > How hath he unveil'd 
the Clories of the inviſible World, ſer Paradice in your View, 
and 11vited you to come and eat of the Tree of Life? Oh! 
what divine Lectures hath he read to you! and what ſacred | 
ITruchs and heavenly Inſtructions hath he laid before you! How | 
Pwerßel and moving was he in Preaching; aid how deyout 
and aflectionate in Prayer! On what fervent Wings hath 
his Soul, in this Duty, mounted up to Heaven, and drawn 
Fou up in pious Thoughts, and divine Aſpirations after him! 
Can you forget his ſolemn Admonitions, his kind Invitations, 
ais melting Expreſſions, and ſweet Enlargements, at the Lords 
Table? He was Excellent in Publick Prayer and Preaching; 
but at a Sacrament he ſeemd to ' out-do - Himſelf. I think, 
few Miniſters had ſuch a peculiar Art as he to fix the Thoughts, 
fame the Affe tions, and rouze the Sacramemal Graces to a 
lively and vigorous Exerciſe. It is true, it is the $/irit that 
guickens ; He is the principal Efficient; And yet God makes 
uſe of Inſtruments to adminiſter Edification, Quickening, 
and Comfort t his People. His Catecherical Lectures were 
plain and edifying * And I doubt not but many Young Pec- 
ple in this Place have Reaſon to bleſs God for then. 
_ _Toall this I might add, Thar as he was always ready to 
give Spiritual Counſel and Advice, and free and familiar 
with thoſe that waited upon him; ſo he had an admirable 
Skill that Way. He could ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to the 
JTrembling Soul; he could inform the Tgnorant, reſolve the 
Doubting, chear the Drooping, ſtrengthen the Weak, and 
comfort the Feeble-minded, Like a wiſe She herd, he knew 
how to guide the Fuck, how to Feed Chriff's Sheep; and was 
ready to gather the Lames in his Arms, and gently lead thoſe 
I . ZYhat were unt hogs f. 
| Thus ] have given a ſhort and imperfect Chatter of your 
_ eminently Worthy Mimfer, If you would have a more par- 
ticular Account of him, I might refer you to his Diary, or 
to ſome private Notes he-kath left behind him, relating to 
Himſelf; which contain ſolemn Reflections upon the State and 
Workings of his own Soul; ſerious Reviews of his own 
Conduit and Deportment ; ſeveral Remarks on his Bodily = 
Diſorders, and his broken State of Health; and on the Good» 
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; neſs of God to him in his Journeys ; the tender Kegard he 
|; had for his Family, eſpecially for their Spiritual Welfare; 
| his hearty Concern for the Church of God, and the Publick 
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| for- the Revd. Mr. W. Bartlet. Dy 


Inceſt of the Nation; blk Gratitude to his Bencfa ders. 
pecially to a Good God who inclinfd their Hearts to be 
kind to him: To which 1 might add, his Obſervations on 
the Death of ſome particular Nied, and his Concern to 
prepare to follow. 
Theſe Notes, written with his own Hand, would furniſh 


me with a further Account of your Excellent Miniſter, in all 


the Farticulars J have mentioned; but theſe Remarks bein 


 defign'd for his own Uſe, and in ſome Flaces not very legible, I 


can propoſe only to give you a few Hints relatingto this Matter. 
Ifind, by his private Notes, that he Frequently enquired 
into the State of his own Soul, and made Remarks on its 
Frame and Temper in Holy Duties, eſpecially on the Lord's- 
Day, more particularly at the Lord's-Table. If he found any 


| ſweir Refleſhments at a Sacrament, he would break out in- 
to Raptures cf Praiſe and Thankſgiving. If his Spirit was 


ſtrei ghten d, and Corruption prevail d, he would lament over 


dead and dull Affections, and beg Pardon thro the Blood 


of Chriſt. Under a Senſe of his Defects and Comings ſhort, 
with great Humility and a lively Faith, caſt 


he would often, 
himſelf on the Infinite Merits of his Savicur. As ee 


as he vow(d to keep cloſer to God and his Duty, fo often 


he would earneftly pray God to help him to be faithful. 


Jauſt after a Sacrament, he expreſſes himſelf thus: Oh! what 


| © Reaſon have I to admire the Goodneſs of God to me, the 
worſt of Sinners! If my Heart don't deceive me, J hope, 


I felt my Heart wonderfully enlarg'd ; and methought it was 


my Communion with God by the Fruits of it! And if Sa- 
craments be fo ſweet and delightful tome, what will Heaven 


V 


doning Grace and Mercy. 
He often took ſerious Reviews of his own Conduct and Be- 


viert, In the Evening he would recollect where he had 
been, in what Company, and how he inanag d and behav d hin + 


ſelf; and would make ſuitable Reflections, and put up to God 
ſi uitable Prayers and Thankſgivings. He made ſeveral Remarks 


on his Bodily Diſorders, and his broken State of Health. He 


took particular Notice of the Time when the Oppreſſion ! in his 


Breaft firſt ſeiz d him, and obſery d the Progreſs of that ne 


ny and alſo of his Hoayſe And when he felt his Indiſp oft 


0 


( 


I had fweer Communion with God to- day at the Lord s Table. 


a moſt ſweet Time. Oh! that I may evidence the Reality of 


be? At other Times, after Sacrament, he would bewail his 
W anderings, and fly to God, thro the Blood of Jeſus, for Pare 
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ons to increaſe, he pray d, The Lord ſanctiſy all theſe Warn- 
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* ings! It was a Grief to him to be detained by his Diſorders 


From Publick Ordinances, On this Occaſion he writes, © I am 


© (God's Priſoner at home: May ſilent Sabbaths greatly inſtruct 


© me! When at any Time the Streightneſs and Oppreſſion of 
His Preaſt abated, and he had a comfortable Night, he wo id 
naffectionately bleſs God for it in the Morning. He was fo much 

bent upon his Maiter's Work, that it was a Trouble ro him to 
be indiſpos'd for Service: And when he had Fealth and 
Strength, he was truly thankful, and heartily willing to employ _ 
it for God. Upon the Abatement of his Malady, and his be- 


ing reſtor d to a tolerable Degree of Health and Eaſe, he crys 
cut: Ch! what ſhall 1 render? Oh! that I may improve my 
„ en,, ß urn 

. He makes grateful Remarks on the Goodneſs of God towards 


bim in his Journeys. As he uſually commended himſelf and 
his Family to God before e fat forth, ſo, upon his fafe Return, 
he world ay his V:ws unto the moſt High. He had a very | 
tender Regard for his Family, eipecially for their Spiritual 
Welfare. Ihe Children God gave him were very ſolemnly de- 


voted to their Great Creator; and how many fervent Prayers 
and Petitions did he put up to Heaven fer them? In his Ad- 
dreſſes to God, he would not pray for the Great Things of the 


World for them; but he would pray for great Grace, In his 
mee Notes, he writes, in one Place, that in his Morning 


cvotions, he © found fweet Enlargements in Duty, and in 
* dedicating his Family and Children, one by one, to God. 
Surely the Children of ſuch a Father have a Bleſſing in Slore 


I & them. | 


He bore on his Breaſt the Welfare of Zion, and was deeply 


 conecrn'd for the Church of God. It made his Heart to bleed, 


to think on the languiſhing State of Religion in our Days, and 


carneſtly pray d for the Peace of Feruſalrm. To fee Deiſm and 
Infidelity prevail among ſome, and Arianiſm, or ſomething like 
i, among others, made a tender Impreſſion upon his generous 


Soul, and gave him a very melancholy Proſpect: Upon this he 
writes: The Lord pity us, and l:ad us in the Way of Truth 
aud Peace; and avert his Wrath; nn. een nt nn 
The Publick Intereſt of the Nation was dear to him; 
and when, in the late War, an Invaſion was intended from 
Jain, he obſery'd every Step of the Procedure, as he ſaw it 
advis'd on the News-papers; and put up ſuitable and fervent 
Addreſſes ro Heaven, and pray d importunately, that God ROW 
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Blaſt the Deſigns of our Enemies. And oh! how was he 


ſurpriz'd with Joy, when the Enterpriſe was defeated, and 
the Project prov'd vain and abortive? When the Wind 
moſt remarkably favour'd us, being directly againſt the Ha- 


 ni/h Fleet, he remarks that it was very juſtly call d, A Pro- 


teſtunt Mind: And adds; * Oh! what a Good God do 
© we ſerve! and what a Great God, whom Winds and Sea 

© obey! Oh! that Britain's God may have the Wor 
As for the Regard he had to his Benefactors, he kept up a 


_ grateful Senſe of their Kindneſs and Generoſity towards him, 
and was very particular and affectionate in his Prayers to God 
for them. 5 VVV 


Laſt of all, I might add, that he made Remarks on the 
Death of ſome particular Friends, and manifeſted a deep Con- 
cern to r to Follow. Of one he writes: At ſuch a 
© Time God took away a particular Friend, with whom I had 

© a ſpecial Intimacy (Mr. D. D.). I hope he made à good End; 
* May I haſten my Preparations, O my Soul, Death is at 


© the Door z... 8 
And thus I have given you ſome Account of that Excellent 
Miniſter, who is taken from you. He was a Good Man, an? 


Full of the Holy-Ghef!, and of Faith; and by his ſacred Mi- 
ni firations, much Peofle (in this | lace) have been added to the 


Lord. He deſcended from Worthy Anceſtors : His Father and 
Grandfather being both Celebrated for Piety and Uſefulneſs, 
And ſurcly he himſelf has added to the Glory of the Family, 
BARTLET is a Name precious in this Town, and ſhall 


be tranſmitted with Honour to Poſterity : For the Mc 
mory of the Ju ſt is bleſſed. 5 * . 
What ſhall I ſay to the difconſolate Widow, and the mourn- 

ful Relations? Shall J addreſs you in his own Language Y 
—— Silence and Submiſſion beceme defending Creatures. Oh! con- 


ſider, he is not loſt but gone before. He is gone to enter 


into the Joy of his deareſt Saviour, whom he lov'd, ferv'd, 
and honout'd, while here below. It is true, the Body lies 


rotting in the Grave : But if we beleive that Jeſus died 
and roſe again ; even ſo them alſo which ſteep in Jeſus will God 
ring with him + For the Lord himſe f ſhall 

with a Shout, with the Voite* of the ih and with the 

| Trumpet of God: and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe Firſt, Then 
we which are alive and remain ſhall be caught up together with 
' them in the Cliu le, to meet the Lord in the Air. And fo ſhall, 


deſend from Heaven, 


we ever be with the Lori. Wherdfore comfert one another with 
theſe Words; 1 Theſ, iv. 14, 16, &c, 1 What 
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